
Free Consultations, all areas

All Project types on any Budget

Multi-award Winning Architects

Mark Lawler Architects listen to understand the unique
circumstances of your project. Using creative design and close
consultation with you we discover the best building solution.

View our Projects on our Website

Extensive Local Experience

From Concept to Completion

Mark Lawler 
4942 5222 

www.marklawlerarchitects.com.au 

Architects

Director + Nominated Architect: Mark Lawler (4766) H
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Showroom & Factory 
109 Northcote St, Kurri Kurri 

49 37 2392 or  49 37 2318 
(appointment preferred)

Showroom 
834 Hunter St,  

Newcastle West 
49 614 514 

(appointment preferred)

sales@valleykitchens.com.au
www.valleykitchens.com.au

 hIa DISplay KItchen 
17 Steel River Estate,  

Murray Dwyer Cct  
Mayfield West 
Open 7 days

Servicing Newcastle, the Upper Hunter, 
Central Coast and Mid North Coast  

for 32 years.
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Valley Homes has over 40 years building 
experience in the Hunter Valley. 

We pride ourselves on offering exceptional, 
one-on-one customer service every step of 
the way. Specialising in homes and multi unit 
developments we provide our clients with a 
full custom design service. 

If you have a ‘dream home’ in mind Valley 
Homes can work with you to design your 
home or we can customise one of our many 
existing designs to suit you, your family and 
your budget. 

Build your DREAM HOME

Valley Homes is an award winning builder of 
quality dwellings in the Hunter Valley, offered at 
competitive prices with NO hidden expenses. 

Valley Homes build for the first home buyer 
right through to million dollar homes for the 
more discerning home buyer or investor. 

Whatever you’re looking for, Valley Homes 
is able to offer a home package or unit 
development that will suit your needs and your 
budget.

Call us today or visit our website for more 
information.

457 High St, Maitland   

P: 02 4934 1400 

W: valleyhomes.com.au     

E: sales@valleyhomes.com.au

We all hope there is a reward for the effort made 
during our working lives. Ideally we can live in 
the house we have always desired and have 
the time to sit back and enjoy the fruits of our 

labour in comfortable surroundings.
The owners of this property have had the good fortune to be 

able to turn this dream into reality. They acquired a very large 
site in a rural subdivision sometime ago and recently decided 
to build a new house with all the advantages of contemporary 
living. This house replaces their original, conventional home, 
built decades earlier, when first starting a family and a business.

The site is unique, being a corner lot of 2800 m2 with a 
gradual fall towards the street, and wide exposure to the 
surrounding streets, making privacy an important consideration 
for any design. There are no significant views, with outlook 
limited to the surrounding houses. Therefore attractive vistas 
needed to be created within the site. The owners approached 
Mark Lawler Architects to provide a design for the house, which 
addressed these issues. 

The design also needed to provide extensive accommodation 
including provision for the couple’s Winnebago motor home.

“From the outset it was important that this project not over-
capitalise on the total property investment,” said Mark Lawler. 
“While the house needed to be in keeping with the lot size, 
there was a need to be mindful of the economic factors with 
an upper limit on the future resale value for any property in this 
location.”

The house needed to be a welcoming venue with room for 
the owner’s children and several grandchildren when the family 
came together for special occasions and holiday periods.

Because of the generous site size, the house was divided 
into four wings, with each wing serving a different function. 
Each wing extends out to divide the site into distinct, external 
areas which can be used for different purposes.

One wing of the house incorporates a three-car garage (or 
two cars and golf buggy!) as well as off street parking for the 
Winnebago. 
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A Home 
For All Seasons

HUNTER HOMES
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The second wing includes the master bedroom suite which 
includes a bedroom, dressing room, en suite and gymnasium 
or craft room.

The main wing of the house includes the kitchen with 
walk-in pantry, dining room, living room, study and powder 
room. Attached to this central wing is an indoor-outdoor living 
space. The fourth wing of the house is a bedroom wing; with 
three bedrooms, bathroom and laundry. By separating the 
various accommodation needs into distinct wings, the privacy 
of various family members is maintained and multiple activities 
can occur simultaneously. 

Designed as a courtyard house, three wings enclose a 
central courtyard which faces north to gain the most favourable 
sunny aspect and to create a private outdoor space located 
away from the street. The wings of the house also serve as 
wind barriers to the unfavourable southerly and westerly winds.

It is intended that over time the central courtyard can 
be further developed with landscaping to enhance outdoor 
activities and the outlook – provision has also been made for a 
swimming pool within this space if required.

By using a courtyard plan layout with the accommodation 
divided into separate wings, each space of the house gains 
an outlook, good natural light and ventilation and easy access 
to the exterior.

The house has been placed on the site so that the external 
spaces can be used for different functions with varying 
landscape treatments to suit. 
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The second wing includes 
the master bedroom 

suite which includes a 
bedroom, dressing room, 
en suite and gymnasium 

or craft room.
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The central courtyard on the north side of the house takes 
advantage of the north winter sun aspect. A private terrace and utility 
area on the southern side of the house can be used as a shaded 
area on summer afternoons.

The area on the western side of the house is separate from the 
other spaces and is a larger space suitable for more active games 
when the grandchildren visit. The areas on the eastern side of the 
house, which front the street corner have a large setback to allow 
for lawns and gardens as well as the driveway.

 “In contrast to the traditional suburban arrangement with a front 
and rear yard, this property has multiple external spaces formed into 
defined courtyards which can be used at different times of the day 
and during different seasons for various uses”, Mark Lawler said. 

By using a courtyard plan layout with the 
accommodation divided into separate wings, each 

space of the house gains an outlook, good natural light 
and ventilation and easy access to the exterior.
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The objective at the outset of this project was to provide the 
owners with a luxurious and distinctive residence that would 
meet their lifestyle requirements and also to make maximum 
use of the potential of this unusually large site.

“All of this was achieved within sensible economic 
constraints to ensure that this investment did not result in an 
over-capitalising in the local real estate market,” said Mark. 
“The objectives have been achieved by the development of 
a single level courtyard house, constructed economically 
using conventional residential construction, but to a custom 
architectural design. “In contrast to the owner’s former home, 
this house is light, open and spacious with strong connections 
to the surrounding gardens from all spaces.”

The owners are thoroughly enjoying starting a new phase 
in their lives in an exciting new setting, and the high level of 
amenity this house offers. 

Architect: Mark Lawler & Associates
Builder: Valley Homes
Tiles: Jacoba Tiles
Kitchens:  Valley Kitchens

“While the planting is now still relatively young, over time it 
will increase in size adding to the presentation.”

Mark Lawler Architects have given each wing its own distinct 
roof form so that the house presents as a series of pavilions or 
individual buildings grouped together.

This arrangement harks back to many traditional rural 
homesteads where the main house is surrounded by a series of 
ancillary buildings that form interesting grouping, each building 
distinguished by its individual roof.

Each wing is further articulated by the use of verandas and 
pergolas, which serve to provide sun protection and also to 
link the various wings with a common building element. While 
the garage is separate from the house it has been linked with a 
covered way to enable all weather access. This link also serves 
as the entry porch to the front door.

various colours with subtle changes in tone have been used 
to distinguish the various building elements. The walls, roof, 
screens, pergolas, windows and doors have all been finished 
with different colours to add to the visual interest.

The house was built to a high standard by valley homes 
with all the inclusions expected in a house of this quality. The 
roof and walls have been fully insulated to provide high thermal 
efficiency and the walls are clad with Hebel panels to provide 
greater insulation. 

This is particularly important in this inland location where the 
extremes of heat and cold are more keenly felt.

Large windows and sliding glass doors have been provided 
to ensure ample daylight and to promote good cross-
ventilation. The individual wings of the house ensure that all 
spaces receive good exposure to the sunlight and breezes. 
Ducted air-conditioning, an integrated Tv and sound system, 
and a ducted vacuum system have been installed. 

Underfloor heating is provided in the outdoor living area 
and en suite bathroom. The house also includes additional 
rainwater tanks to ensure there is sufficient water available to 
irrigate the large landscaped areas of this site.

To ensure the development met with the owner’s budget 
requirements, the site was excavated for an economical ground 
level slab and the house was then built with timber framed walls 
and timber roof trusses. 

valley homes maintained good relationships with the 
owners and architect throughout the process. “some details 
and selections were adjusted in consultation with valley homes 
to suit their preferred methods and to assist in achieving cost 
reductions,” reflected Mark Lawler. Valley Homes also assisted 
with the co ordination of the site excavation and site drainage, 
and worked with the owner’s landscape contractor.
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